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The Bow Valley Fiddlers 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
2018-2019             
 
Every year we get many questions about the Bow Valley Fiddlers program.  In order to make sure 
enquiring families have as much information about possible about our program, we have compiled a list 
of questions and answers.  If you do not find your answer here, please contact Joanne at 
joanne@CalgaryFiddlers.com.  
 
 
1)   How many lessons are there each week? 

 
One Group Rehearsals is held each week (28 rehearsals per year) and there are also one-on-one 
lessons with a fiddle instructor.  The number of these one-on-one coaching sessions depends on the 
group your child is in, and you would choose the dates and times agreeable to both you and the 
instructor. 
 
 Juniors – 2 hours of coaching through the year (October – June) 
 Intermediate – 6 hours of coaching through the year (October – June) 
 Senior – 8 hours of coaching through the year (October – June) 
 Performing – 10 hours of coaching through the year (October – June) 

 
2)   What is the duration of group rehearsals? 
 

       The group rehearsals run from 45 minutes to 1.25 hours depending on which group your child is in: 

 Juniors – 45 minutes 
 Intermediate – 60 minutes 
 Senior – 60 minutes 
 Performing – 75 minutes 

 
3)   Where are the fiddle rehearsals taking place in 2018-2019 season? 
 

Fiddle rehearsals for the Juniors, Intermediate, Senior and Performing groups will take place at the 
Transalta Performing Arts Studios at the Calgary Stampede Youth Campus (1302 6 St SE, Calgary, 
AB T2G 4Z2).   

 
4)   What night does fiddle rehearsal take place? 
 
       Fiddle rehearsals take place Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 
 

 Senior – Tuesdays (5:30-6:45pm) – tuning starts at 5:15pm 
 Junior – Wednesdays (5:00-5:45pm) – tuning starts at 4:50pm 
 Intermediate – Wednesdays (6:00-7:00pm) – tuning starts at 5:45pm 
 Performing – Wednesdays (7:15-8:30pm) – tuning starts at 7:00pm 
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5)   How many performances will my child be required to participate in throughout the year? 
 
       Bow Valley Fiddlers students will be required to perform in our annual Fiddle Fantasia concert (held   
       in December) and Barn Dance (held in May).  In addition, each group will have the opportunity to  
       perform out in the community from time-to-time. 
 

 Juniors – Fiddle Fantasia and Barn Dance only. 
 Intermediate – Local performances (approximately 4-8 between October and June). 
 Senior – Local performances (approximately 6-10 between October and June). 
 Performing – Local performances (approximately 12-15 between October and June). 

 
6)   What are the Registration Fees for each group in 2018-2019? 
 
       The Board of Directors approve fees each year in June, therefore slight changes to this 
       fee schedule may change for the 2018-2019 fiddle season. 
 

Junior:  Total fee of $647 for the year. Includes approximately 28 group rehearsals and 
approximately 2 hours of small group coaching. 
 
Intermediate:  Total fee of $1460 for the year. Includes approximately 28 group rehearsals 
and approximately 6 hours of individual coaching. 
 
Senior:  Total fee of $1577 for the year. Includes approximately 28 group rehearsals and 
approximately 8 hours of individual coaching. 
 
Performing:  Total fee of $1785 for the year. Includes approximately 28 group rehearsals 
and approximately 10 hours of individual coaching. 

 
Summary of Fees and Instalments: 
 

GROUP FEES 

 
Full Amt 

Due 
July 1, 2018 

 
July 1, 
2018 

Deposit 

2 Instalments * 8 Instalments * 

Due 
Oct 1 

Due 
Jan 15 

Due 
Oct 1 to May 1 

Junior $647 $250   $203.50 $203.50 $54.63 
Intermediate $1460 $250 $610 $610 $156.25 
Senior $1577 $250 $668.50 $668.50 $170.88 
Performing $1785 $250 $772.50 $772.50 $196.88 

 
 Plan to pay full fee amount by July 1st 2018 or a $250 to hold a spot for your child. 
 If deposit of $250 is not paid by July 1st 2018, you will incur a 5% increase on fee 

amount due. 
 
*A $5 admin fee is added to each instalment payment (fees have been included above). 

 
       In addition to the program fees stated above the following fees also apply: 
 

 Fundraising Fee - $100/year 
 
7)   When do Bow Valley Fiddlers auditions take place? 
 

Our primary auditions take place in June each year.  If there are still spots available in our fiddle  
groups after the June auditions are complete, auditions will be scheduled for September.  If spots 
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still remain after the September auditions take place, auditions will take place in early January for 
Winter intake. 

 
8)   Are Bow Valley Fiddlers auditions competitive in nature? 
    
      Bow Valley Fiddlers auditions are non-competitive.  They are not meant to create anxiety or stress 
      for potential students.  Auditions allow our Artistic Director to place students in the appropriate fiddle  
      groups based on playing ability and age. 
 
9)   When will I learn which group my fiddler will be in? 
    
      The Bow Valley Fiddlers Artistic Director will do her very best to notify families as soon as possible   
      regarding group placement for their child.  Ideally, we try to notify parents by the end of May. 
 
10)  Are there opportunities for my child to see the Bow Valley Fiddlers perform or to view   
        rehearsals? 
 
      We encourage all potential students and their families to attend one of our concerts.  Fiddle Fantasia  
      is in December and our Family Barn Dance is in May. 
 
11)  What are the parent commitment to the Bow Valley Fiddlers program?  
 
      Upon enrolment in the Bow Valley Fiddlers program and payment of fees, an Associate membership   
      is granted to each family with children in the program. 
 
      The Associate membership gives the family an opportunity to vote for a parent representative who is   
      a voting member of the Board of Directors of the Calgary Fiddlers Association. The family may also  
      attend the Annual General Meeting of the Association, which occurs before the end of October each  
      year.  
 

The Calgary Fiddlers Association requires a 10-hour volunteer commitment per household for Bow 
Valley Fiddlers families. A $250 post-dated June 1, 2018 cheque will be collected and held against the 
volunteer obligation.  Hours not completed will result in the cheque being cashed and prorated with a 
refund issued accordingly.  Families may elect to make a charitable donation of $250 to the Calgary 
Fiddlers Association which will result in a tax receipt being issued and their volunteer commitment 
considered fulfilled. 

 
Numerous volunteer opportunities are made available to families throughout the year. 

 
Parents are required to provide transportation to and from all public performances. As well, they are 
responsible for ensuring that their child is prepared for each public performance and attired according 
to the dress code for their child’s group. Note: that some of the costume must be provided by the 
family. 


